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Key Takeaways:
®  Your phone is the new frontline: Mobile endpoint security protects your most vulnerable
devices, wherever your people work.

Smart defense needs layers: Device, network, and cloud-based protection work together
to block threats from all angles.

Proactive beats reactive: The best solutions spot shady behavior before damage is done,
keeping your team safe and productive.

Smartphones and tablets are key tools for working with company data. They are plenty
convenient, but also risky. A survey by Omdia found that 24% of smartphone users have fallen
victim to phishing scams, making it the #1 security threat for mobile device users. These attacks,
disguised as innocent texts, emails, or calls, are designed to trick people into handing over their
sensitive information. Without proper protection, these mobile endpoints can swing wide open
and let in cyber threats. Mobile endpoint security is your lock, deadbolt, and security camera all
rolled into one, giving your device the protection it needs against malicious apps, risky Wi-Fi
networks, and those sneaky phishing attempts.

Try Huntress for Free ‘ Get a Free Demo ‘

The perimeter has left the building

Remember the old-school “security perimeter?” It's long gone. Today, work happens everywhere:
coffee shops, airports, home offices, and even the back seat of a rideshare. That means your data
isn't tucked safely behind office firewalls anymore. It's out there, roaming free, living on mobile
devices, and attackers know it. Threat actors don't need to storm the castle when they can waltz
right in through an employee'’s phone while they're doomscrolling over lunch.

And with bring-your-own-device (BYOD) policies the norm, your so-called “perimeter” is now a
mixed bag of personal and corporate devices, each with its own risk profile, and each giving
attackers a new way in.

What is mobile endpoint security, really?

Think of mobile endpoint security as the personal bodyguard for your pocket-sized tech. It's always
on, always watching, and has an eye for shady behavior. It blocks viruses, sure, but it also
outsmarts attackers in real time, analyzing behavior and keeping your team's devices locked
down, even if they're halfway around the world working from a beachside hotel.




€ move, on persona
networks, and on devices that hold as much company data as a desktop used to.

The big three: Types of mobile endpoint
security

Mobile security works best when it covers three main fronts:

1. On-device protection (host-based)

This is the first layer of defense, like your phone's built-in muscle. It runs antivirus tools, scans for
shady biz, and blocks sneaky apps before they can stir up trouble. If something looks sketchy, like
an app suddenly asking for permission to read all your texts, it gets flagged or blocked.

2. Network-based security

This layer watches what's coming in and out of the device, a bit like a digital traffic cop. It checks
for iffy Wi-Fi connections, encrypts your data using VPNs, and scans for weird traffic patterns that
might mean someone'’s trying to hijack your device remotely.

3. Cloud-based security

Here's where the big brains come in. Cloud-based systems pull real-time data from threat intel
networks around the globe. It's a bit like having a crystal ball for cyber threats because it blocks
new threats before they can get close.

A report by OpenText found that organizations using a multi-layered cybersecurity approach
experienced a 40.3% reduction in devices encountering malware compared to those using a
single layer of protection. So, it makes sense. These layers work together to create a security net
that catches threats from every angle—device, network, and the cloud.

What is mobile threat defense?

Mobile threat defense (MTD) is endpoint security on overdrive. It stands guard, patrols the hood,
and spots danger before it even has a chance of reaching the front door. MTD doesn’t wait
around for threats to knock on the door; it watches for signs like strange battery drains (a red flag
for malware) or apps asking for weird permissions and then connects the dots before any damage
is done.

By combining behavioral analytics, machine learning, and real-time threat intel, MTD outsmarts
attacks. It automatically blocks sus activity, quarantines compromised devices, and keeps your
mobile fleet secure without slowing anyone down.

Benefits of mobile endpoint security

Investing in mobile endpoint security has major upsides:

v Risk? Slashed. You're far less likely to suffer a breach (which could cost you millions
and your reputation). Research from Syxsense and ESG revealed that over 75% of
organizations experienced at least one attack related to poor endpoint device
management.

Compliance? Covered. Stay ahead of regulations without constant manual
checks.

Downtime? Minimal. Fast threat detection and response keep the wheels turning.

Visibility? Crystal clear. Know exactly what's happening across every mobile
device in your organization.

v/ User experience? Seamless. Protection without getting in your team's way.

Bottom line? Solid mobile endpoint security means you're not putting out fires. You're making sure
that nothing sparks in the first place.




How to secure mobile endpoints

If you're serious about security, stick with this game plan:

v/ Adopt Zero Trust: Never assume anything is safe. Verify every user and every
device every time.

+ Use MDM (Mobile Device Management): Keep control over what's installed, how
devices behave, and what they can access.

Control apps: Ditch the app free-for-all. Regularly review what apps your people
use, and only allow vetted, trusted apps.

v/ Go biometric: Choose fingerprint or face ID instead of passwords.

Train your people: A quick course on phishing and mobile risks can go a long way. And great news:
Huntress offers training.

Pick the right mobile security solutions

There's no shortage of tools out there, but not all of them are worth your time. Look for mobile
security solutions that:

v Work well with your current tech stack
v Offer real-time threat updates

v/ Respond automatically to threats

v/ Don't slow devices down

v/ Can be easily managed and scaled

Remember, you don't need more tools. You need smarter ones that fit your workflow and actually
protect your mobile workforce.

Why mobile security services matter

Mobile endpoint security is just one piece of the puzzle. Some organizations take the smart route
and outsource mobile device protection to managed security services providers. These teams
manage software, monitor your device, tackle threats, perform audits, and even help with
compliance paperwork so you don't have to. If you don't have a big internal security team,
services like these are a smart way to extend your reach.

While traditional EDR isn't a fit for mobile platforms, Huntress strengthens your security posture
with Managed Identity Threat Detection & Response (ITDR) to protect against identity-based
threats, and MSAT (Managed Security Awareness Training) to keep your people sharp, secure, and
ready for anything. Try Huntress for free today.
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