Gardening

GROW A
dye garden

Unleash your creativity with plants
that produce unique fabric dyes

Natural practice

Using plants to dye fabric is a

centuries-old practice. Now it’s

back in fashion, as an exciting,

sustainable way to colour

textiles, wool and thread.

The bonus of keeping a few

dye plants in your back yard

is that it gives you the freedom
@ to experiment, whenever

the time and fancy allows.

Although making plant dye is

straightforward (look online

for tutorials), there are many

variables involved, ensuring (A5 U

endlessly fascinating results. AP 3 o % MAnthemis tinctoria -

(o 1 : ‘Dyer’s chamomile’

Colour chart s S R
These reliable dye plants can

be added to any decorative perennial with yellow, daisy- orange and russet tones. year for blue dye.

border. Remember, flowers like flowers that produce a % Isatis tinctoria ‘Woad’ % Rubia tinctorum ‘Madder’
can be picked and dried warm yellow dye. — a biennial with small — an evergreen perennial that
for later use. % Coreopsis tinctoria ‘Golden yellow flowers in its second can sometimes be invasive.
% Anthemis tinctoria ‘Dyer’s coreopsis’ — a cheery annual year. Its spinach-like leaves The fleshy roots of three-to-

chamomile’ — a bushy with yellow blooms that create  are harvested in the first four-year-old plants produce

a scarlet red.

Wonderful weeds
Other plants, often
considered weeds, produce a
range of subtle, earthy tones.
Use dock leaves for buff,
green and grey, nettles for

a range of greens, and cow
parsley for yellow. In winter,
when the garden is empty of
blooms, forage for tree cones.
Those of alder produce hues
of caramel and chocolate,
while spruce gives pink,

plum and warm grey.

POTTED DYES

If you have a balcony or paved garden,
try cultivating dye plants in pots. Most
are hardy and low-maintenance, and
prefer a sunny position with good
drainage. Small plants, like calendula,
coreopsis and French marigold, thrive
in pots of 25-30cm diameter, but allow
more space for deep-rooted madder (at
least 45cm diameter). Water plants when
the top 2.5cm of the compost feels dry,
and feed in the growing season.

WORDS: CHRIS MORLEY. PHOTOS: ALAMY, GETTY

WWM507.gardening.indd 66 @ 13/05/2025 14:52



4

VEGETABLE
PALETTE

Take pickings from
the veg patch or
forage for more
wonderful colours
(when foraging, take
only what you need and
seek permission if land is
private). Often, dyes can be
extracted from vegetable
waste, including onion
skins. Colours can also

be manipulated by adding
substances that change the  walnut hulls

dye pH, such as vinegar, % Pink Elderberry,

lemon juice and bicarbonate blackberry

of soda. Here are some of % Yellow Rhubarb leaves

the colours you can get
from fruit and veg:

red onion, avocado skins
% Blue and purple Red
cabbage, elderberry,
blackberry

% Brown Fresh green
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% Red and pink Beetroot,

IT’S THE PERFECT TIME TO PLANT! SAVE £26.00!

Fill your garden with the stunning warm glow of
Begoma ‘Aprtcot Ftery Shades’

inassociation with

Woman’

NEW & IMPROVED [

Transform your patio, borders

Peter McDermott
@ - Head Gardener & Plant Exper
or balcony with cascading y e
double blooms that will last )“u~den

gardening for everyone
“Right now is the perfect time to plant,
don't miss out on these stunning

from May to October

Add dazzling summer hues to your garden with

colours for a beautiful display” @
this outstanding addition! Perfect for those €
empty borders, shaded flowerbeds, and hanging G - -
baskets craving a splash of colour. ®Thrive in " bap-

both shaded e

‘Apricot Shades’ blooms endlessly, dlsplaylng a (. 1
vibrant mix of oranges and ..\ o - and‘s-unny
yellows that never fail to positions As supplied

impress. Expertly bred, its
resilient trailing blooms
maintain their beauty even
on rainy summer days. There
is no end to the uses of this
fabulous variety that will

@ Cascading, double
blooms well into autumn

®Renowned for their long
flowering season

®Bred to withstand the
flower and flower for months. ettest summer and to
W
“Delivered with care in solid boxes. Thriving l:_l
well beautiful flowers. Great service from produce the st rongest
ordering to delivering”LindaR. feefo blooms

Begonia ‘Apricot Fiery Shades’
ONLY £12.97 While stocks last!
30 garden ready plants Item code: 410082

{ SCAN HERE

30 Garden Ready
Plants for just £12.97!

{, 0844502 0050 | i3

Calls cost 5p per min plus your network’s access charge.

www.YouGarden.com/WW633

Please add £6.99 P&P to your order. Despatched within 5-7 working days.

2 EASY
TO OR‘IQF

NOwW!

Despatched within 5-7 working days. If you do not wish to receive
catalogues & offers from us, please tick here C1 We think you'd
f the P
othertrusted retalers, chariies, finance, travel, FMCG and utiity
companies. If you do not wish to receive these, please tick here
L] Full details at YouGarden.com/Privacy. © YouGarden 2025.
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My DOUBLE GUARANTEE to you!

11f you're not totally happy with your order, return it
within 30 days and we’ll replace or refund in full.

2 Should any hardy plants fail to thrive thereafter,
we’ll replace free of charge. You just pay the P&P.

\ Peter McDermott,
AR Head Gardener p@w

gardenilg for everyone
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