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Eric Hovde could be TBD on a run
possibly till next year
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M ONTANA: Matt Rosendale Losing the Cash Game

as He Mulls Run

Rep. Matt Rosendale (R-02), who is considering a run

against Sen. Jon Tester (D), said he raised just $335,000 in Q3 and

entered October with $1.7 million cash on hand. (Daily Caller)

NEW JERSEY: Phil Murphy Won’t Appoint Wife

Gov. Phil Murphy (D) will not appoint his wife to fill Sen. Bob

Menendez’s (D) seat if he resigns amid federal bribery charges he’s

facing.

PENNSYLVANIA: Casey Leads David McCormick in Early Poll

An Emerson College poll (Oct. 1-4; 430 RVs; +/-4.7%) found Sen. Bob

Casey (D) leading 2022 candidate David McCormick (R) in a

hypothetical matchup, 41%-33%. 18% were undecided. Casey also led

McCormick in support among women, 44%-26%. Casey performed

better among Hispanic, Black, and Asian voters. (release)

WISCONSIN: The World Waits for Eric Hovde

Real estate executive Eric Hovde (R), who is seen as Republicans’ best

contender to take on Sen. Tammy Baldwin (D), has been meeting with

prospective campaign staff who could serve on his team if decides to

enter the Republican primary.

LOW ON CASH. Rosendale’s Q3 fundraising numbers dwarf in

comparison to Tester, who said he raised more than $5 million

with $13 million cash on hand heading into October, and also to

former Navy SEAL Tim Sheehy (R), who raised $2.8 million in

Q3.

HOTLINE ANALYSIS. Rosendale had been banking on the

deep-pocketed conservative group Club for Growth to help him if

he ran. But the group was later noncommittal on whether they

would get behind Rosendale and said it plans to now “take a close

look at that race and figure out what the best answer is.”

SHE’S THINKING ABOUT RUNNING. New Jersey first lady

Tammy Murphy (D) has been considering getting in the race

either challenging Menendez in a primary or running for an open

seat if he does. (New Jersey Globe) Since Menendez’s indictment,

Rep. Andy Kim (D-03) jumped in the race joining real estate

lender Kyle Jasey (D).

ON THE GOP SIDE. Rep. Jeff Van Drew (R-02), a former

Democrat, has not closed the door on a run and has said former

President Trump would back him if he decides to run. If he enters

the race he would join Mendham Mayor Christine Serrano

Glassner (R), who jumped in last month and a few other lesser

known Republican contenders.

HOTLINE ANALYSIS. This is now the second recent poll that

found Casey leading McCormick. In the last poll, Casey polled at

50% and led McCormick by a smaller margin. But the large share

of undecided voters means this is far from over.

WAITING GAME. However, he appears to be in no rush to

jump in the race, a move that may not happen until later this year

or even next year if he does decide to run, Republican sources in

Wisconsin say.

TBD. Hovde did not return requests for comment about his

plans, but he told Hotline at the end of August he was “seriously

considering” a run and would make a decision in “the next couple

months.” But Republicans in Wisconsin have said a late entry

into the race would not necessarily impact a candidate like

Hovde, who could partially self-fund his race and still be running

relatively early considering the state holds late primaries in

August. (Hotline reporting)

IF IT LOOKS LIKE A DUCK. Though he hasn’t made a

decision on a run, he does appear to be getting closer to a

campaign. He recently sold off millions of dollars worth of stocks.

He also sounded like a candidate running for high office this week

when he criticized Baldwin for supporting the Iran Nuclear Deal

after she called on the Biden administration to refreeze the $6

billion the White House planned to release to Iran amid the

deadly attacks in Israel.

OTHER GOPS. Republicans’ top recruits, Reps. Tom Tiffany

(R-07) and Mike Gallagher (R-08), passed on running for the seat

and only two little known challengers have entered the race since

then. Other than Hovde, controversial former Milwaukee County

Sheriff David Clarke (R) and businessman Scott Mayer (R) could

also get in the race. Mayer has kept a low profile in recent months

while Clarke has been active on social media teasing plans for a

possible run and taunting the NRSC.
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Eric Hovde, candidate for the U.S. Senate, gives his concession speech to supporters
during his election night party Tuesday Aug. 14, 2012 in Peaukee, Wis. Wisconsin voters
choose Republican candidate Tommy Thompson for U.S. Senate in the primary election.
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